Among current mental tests various so-called form-boards hold a creditable place. Like all other tests, in order that they may be used with any degree of accuracy, norms of accomplishment need to be determined by using them extensively under standard conditions with various ages and mental types. This has been done by Dr. Sylvester* with one of these form-boards, the Twitmyer adaptation of the Goddard form-board.
It is the object of this study to arrive at a similar standardization of the Fernald form-board with reference to two age groups. The United States Bureau of Immigration uses this test as one means of establishing the mentality of an individual, and regards the satisfactory completion of the test in four minutes as a mark of the mentality of a nine-year-old.
With this tentative valuation in mind, two groups of children were selected from among the pupils attending the public schools of Iowa City; namely the eight-year-old and part of the ten-year-old groups. The median time for each trial is less for the ten-year-old group than for the eight-year-olds; however, in the third trial they are approximately equal. The lower quartile for the ten-year-olds in the first trial is 2:15 minutes. Therefore it may be said that threefourths of the ten-year-old group completed the first successful trial more quickly than one-half the eight-year-olds. Stated in another way, one-half of the eight-year-olds completed the test more quickly than one-quarter of the ten-year-olds. This wide overlapping raises the question, to which age is the test best suited? It can evidently be used for both, with a different time limit for each age. The lower quartile of the eight-year-old group is 3:40 minutes. Assuming that this should give the basis for a standard of the time to be allowed on the first trial, 3:40 minutes would be the standard for eight-year-olds and 2:15 minutes for ten-year-olds. In view of this conclusion it may be said that the time allowed by the Bureau of Immigration is very fair to the immigrant, and would hardly be considered a highly selective device.
An analysis of the forms used and of the changes made in solving the problem in successive trials was also undertaken. The pur-pose of this was to discover the predominance, if any, of a particular form and in a rough way to determine the part memory played in the successive solutions. Sixty-four (64) per cent of the eight-year-olds and 61 per cent of the ten-year-olds made no change. It is apparent that memory enters clearly into the solution of the successive trials, and that it is as much a factor in the ability of the younger group as in that of the older. This is significant, as the pupils were not told at the time of the experiment that they were to have more than one trial. The recall was therefore spontaneous, as there was no opportunity given for memorizing the form used on the first successful trial.
The greatest difficulty in completing the test and the greatest number of changes were found with very nervous children, and with those who were afflicted with some ailment, such as adenoids, nearsightedness, etc. These cases stood out so strongly that they could at once be detected by the experimenter. Apathy could be easily detected, as the indifferent attitude of the apathetic child could be seen in the absent-minded way in which he handled the blocks.
The greatest difficulty seemed to be found in the attempts to fit in the two smallest blocks, even after the other blocks had been placed in the proper position. 
